
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 1

KIDS 
THRIVING 

THROUGH 
MUSIC



20
20

-2
0

21
Regent Park  
School of Music

2021 WAS  
A MASTER  
CLASS IN 
ADAPTABILITY

Executive Director Executive Director

Martin Abel, Chair
Chad Aboud
Amy Desjarlais
Anna D’Uva
Steve Greenidge
Dr. Bina John
Dr. Farah Mawani
John McGowan
Hon. Justice Donald McLeod
Jesse Mighton
Dr. Marsha Rothstein
Portia-Marie Siegel
Douglas Tames
Chris Taylor

During our first two decades as a community music 
school we faced challenges, but nothing like our 
22nd year, when Covid-19 forced us to move online 
and literally reinvent ourselves—transforming our 
curriculum and our teaching methods. 

The pandemic has been a veritable master class 
in adaptability. Despite the disruptions and 
uncertainty, our students and their families stayed 
with us. They rose to the challenge in ways we 
never could have imagined, and they showed 
us what resilient and creative people they are. 
The kids embraced the new order, figured out 
the technology, learned new instruments, and 
collaborated with one another in unfamiliar ways.
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Board of Directors In this new and different virtual world, they 
created beautiful music together, crossing not 
only the boundaries between classical and 
electronic music but also the kilometres between 
Jane Finch and Regent Park. We have been 
humbled by our students’ curiosity, collaborative 
spirit and enterprise.

None of this would have been possible without 
the commitment of our remarkable faculty, staff, 
volunteers and board members—and all of you, 
our friends, who have so generously supported us 
in our efforts to give young people the chance to 
realize their promise.

With our sincere thanks,



MAKING MUSIC  
IN A YEAR LIKE  
NO OTHER

550 STUDENTS  
in REGENT PARK and JANE FINCH   
received an online music education, learning 
everything from piano, strings and percussion to 
sound engineering, songwriting and recording.

SENIOR STUDENTS  
TOOK PART IN FIVE “RPSM TALKS” 
MUSIC INDUSTRY SEMINARS   
to learn about the business, talk to professionals, 
and discover exciting career paths.

150 STUDENTS  
PERFORMED IN OUR  
ONLINE RECITALS   
showcasing their talent, creativity, and the impact 
of music in their lives.

HUNDREDS of 
STUDENTS  
WERE PROVIDED WITH NEW 
INSTRUMENTS, IPADS, LAPTOPS 
AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT   
to continue their music education online.429 STUDENTS  

AGES 9 AND UP RECEIVED  
A PRIVATE LESSON   
on an instrument of their choice.

240 KIDS  
JOINED AN ENSEMBLE   
to make music with their peers and stay 
connected online.

Although the pandemic forced us to move our 
programs online, and to remodel them nearly 
completely, we continued to make each student’s 
experience as rich and rewarding as possible.  
 
The whole RPSM community worked together to 
enable students to make music and thrive. 

Tahirih Vejdani  

RPSM Choir Director since 2011

Private guitar lesson 

on Zoom

Curbside pick up of instruments

Strings ensemble perform  at virtual recital



For the past eight years, Gelila has been an 
active member of the RPSM community. Starting 
out in group keyboard, Gelila demonstrated 
her commitment and passion for the piano, 
and was offered private lessons to develop her 
skills. From attending RPSM’s Glee Camp each 
summer to sharing her talents at countless 
performances—including a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to perform on stage alongside 
Sarah McLachlan—Gelila has blossomed. 
Today, Gelila continues her piano studies and 
is also a member of our Senior Choir and Youth 
Committee. She hopes to be an RPSM summer 
camp counsellor to share all the skills she has 
developed with younger students.

To see Gelila and Jierui in action, go to:  
www.rpmusic.org/your-impact

Jierui began his musical journey with RPSM when 
he was just seven years old. Over the past decade, 
he has explored a variety of musical interests, 
from learning the melodica and steelpan to 
building his considerable skills as a pianist. Jierui 
has performed at over 20 public events, including 
Luminato and with the RPSM steel pan band at 
Roy Thomson Hall. He says these opportunities 
helped him overcome his shyness. Jierui 
graduated from high school this year and will be 
heading off to the University of British Columbia 
to study commerce. He will be the first person 
ever in his family to go to university.MY 

LIFE AT 
RPSM

GELILA JIERUI

 “It’s great to be part of a community 
outside of your family and I have 
learned so much, beyond music.

 “RPSM has been a home away 
from home during my 10 years 
with the school.

It’s a very inclusive space, where I always feel 
comfortable and supported. I’ve made so many 
friendships and connections and have had a lot 
of opportunities that I will never forget. Despite 
COVID, I feel like this past year I have grown so 
much on the piano, in choir and even myself as a 
person. I am so grateful to be part of RPSM.”

I have learned to become not just a better 
music student, but a better student in general. 
Responsibility, communication and teamwork are 
all traits that I have developed in my time here, 
and are traits that I am sure will continue to grow. 
I cannot wait to showcase everything the Regent 
Park School of Music has fostered within me and 
I can only hope that my future actions will make 
this wonderful community proud.”



Jierui Jolin Klayde
Piano Guitar & Theory Violin

Spencer Tyler
Piano Guitar

OUR INCREDIBLE  
2021 RPSM GRADUATES

To fellow and future students we say:

Nineteen young people graduated this year and 
are heading off to college and university to start 
the next phase of their lives.

We are so proud of them all and wish them the 
very best and the brightest of futures.

Value your time at RPSM. 
It’s amazing—you won’t get anything else like it in your life. 

Treasure it and let it continue to fuel you as you move forward 
with your future ambitions.”

Plus:

Amal
Jahdai
Peter
Rahel

Annie

Lucas Selena

Jessica

Siddhartha

Piano

Piano & Youth Committee Choir, Piano  
& Youth Committee

Voice

Violin & Youth Committee

Clarinet

Guitar

Saxophone

Piano
Benjamin
Voice, Piano  
& Youth Committee

Joyce
Piano & Choir

Jevonte
DJ & Turntable

Yamilla
Piano

Roxie
Piano



Thanks to our remarkable friends, over $2 million 
was contributed this year to ensure that our 
students remained engaged, stimulated and 
learning during this unprecedented time. Your wonderful contributions give our 

students a rich after-school music education 
and social experience so they can realize 
their true promise and shine with: 

WHERE  
THE MONEY 
COMES FROM

WHERE  
THE 
MONEY 
GOES

PRIVATE FUNDING:  
Contributions from individuals, 
foundations and corporations   

82% 

GOVERNMENT14% 

BEQUESTS3% 

FRIENDS ORGANIZING 
EVENTS FOR US1% 

2021 audited financial statements are available upon request.  Just call 416-364-8900 ext. 25

Weekly music lessons  
in private, group and ensemble settings

Instruments  
to practice on and to keep upon graduation

Performances  
Recitals, open mics and public performances

Enrichment Activities  
Music and skills workshops, seminars  
and master classes

Leadership Opportunities  
in a variety of mentorship and volunteer 
programs

Royal Conservatory  
of Music Exams  
56 students aced their RCM exams this year

Song Creation, Composition  
and Studio Recording  
Students’ creative ideas become 
professionally recorded songs

Summer Music Programs  
Music Camps and an intensive Summer 
Recording Arts course



We are delighted to recognize the following individuals and organizations 
for their generous contributions, and pledges of $1,000 or more over the 
past fiscal year (July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021).

Carswell Family Foundation

The Azrieli Foundation
Beacon Scholarship Fund*
Canada Council for the Arts

Listen Communications*
The Newlands Family Foundation

Aubrey & Marla Dan Foundation
Diamond Schmitt
Charles H. Ivey Foundation

The Catherine & Maxwell  
  Meighen Foundation
Power Corporation of Canada

Scotiabank
Toronto Arts Council

J.P. Bickell Foundation
Aaron Brock Foundation
Canada Summer Jobs
CIBC Children’s Foundation
The Citrine Foundation  
  of Canada
Donald M. Cooper
J.S. Darville 

Frederick and Douglas Dickson  
  Memorial Foundation
Donner Canadian Foundation 
Fellowship of Man Charitable  
  Foundation
Patricia Gouinlock
Timothy & Laurie Hicks
Hodgson Family Foundation

Michael Holland*
Linda Javorski
Moez & Marissa Kassam  
  Foundation
LoyaltyOne
The Racioppo Family Foundation
SiriusXM
The Conn Smythe Foundation

TD Bank Group
Tippet Foundation
Dale Varney
The Wawanesa Mutual  
  Insurance Company 

Martin Abel & Kathleen Flynn
Aston Family Foundation
Paul Bronfman Family  
  Foundation
The Buchan Family Foundation
Burgundy Asset  
  Management Ltd
Carpenters and Allied Workers  
  Local 27
The Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation

Earlaine Collins 
Dales/Bentley Family
Brad & Gigi Doores
Frank Dukes/Kingsway  
  Music Library
Freedom Mobile
Guild Electric Charitable  
  Foundation
Taanta Gupta
Jackman Foundation

The Henry White Kinnear  
  Foundation
Ann Leese and Irwin Rotenberg 
Karen & Fred Leitner  
  (Bernard & Norton Wolf Family  
  Foundation)
Manulife
The McLean Foundation
McLean Smits Family Foundation
Judith & Clinton Miller

The Mary Jean and Frank Potter  
  Foundation
The Pottruff Family Foundation
David & Jennifer Smith
Smith Family Foundation
Dawn Tattle Family Foundation
Webb Impact Foundation
Ann Wirsig

The Pat & Tony Adams  
  Freedom Trust
Anwar Ali
The Arts and Letters Club  
  of Toronto Foundation
Aaron Bennett
Brian Bimm  
  & Margaret Lynch
Sandi Bratina  
  & Andrew Noble
Andrew & Ann Brown
Kathryn & Charles Brown
Kevin Burke Family  
  Foundation at Toronto  
  Foundation
Paul Caston &  
  Cathryn Gregor
Andrea Charlton and  
  Jonathan Willson
David & Valerie Christie
Christopher Robertson  
  Law Professional  
  Corporation 

Gerald Connor
Marsha Copp
Ava Cross
Michael Daum
Duboc Family Foundation  
  at Toronto Foundation
The Duke Ellington Society
Anna D’Uva
Eli Lilly Canada
Mohr & Daniel Goldenberg
Grayson Music
E. Green
Griggs Family Foundation  
  at Toronto Foundation
Clayton Gyotoku Fund at  
  Toronto Foundation
Niall & Katherine Haggart
Pamela Hallisey
Chris Hatley & Lindy Cowan 
Andrew and Roz Heintzman
Herve Basset Foundation
Michael Hickey 
  & Shirin Mirsaeidi

Trevor Hicks
Ingrid and Tom Hierck
Judith Hinchman  
  & Patrick Garver
The Howitt/Dunbar  
  Foundation
Sharon Hudson
Isberg Charitable Trust
Paul & Tricia Jemison
Klick Health 
The Leonard Foundation
Keith & Linda Leslie
Vicki Loftus
Nancy and William Logan
The Love Family
Brian & Karen Luborsky
Marion MacKenzie
Catherine Martin
Joan McCalla Fund at  
  Toronto Foundation
Sylvia M. McPhee
Mondelez International
Alice J. Morgan

Sean Musselman  
  & Jane Proctor
Milan and Mary Nastich
The Newall Family  
  Foundation Trust
Nexus Investment  
  Management
Naomi Norquay
Crystal Penner  
  & Calvin Dyck
John & Maire Percy
Jennifer Postelnik
J&L Rogers Family  
  Charitable Foundation
Michelle Roth  
  & Peter Oelbaum
Marsha & Martin Rothstein
Roy Russell Memorial Fund
RX Music
Carol Shea & Doug Brady
Nathan and Lily Silver  
  Family Foundation
Helen Sinclair

Leslie Snell
Stephen & Tonya Stewart
The Gale & Rick Stone  
  Foundation
Stephen Douglas Sword
Chris Taylor
TD Securities  
  Underwriting Hope
Dennis Tmej
Russell Verbeeten
Sue Weedon
Jane Williamson
Charles & Marilyn Wright 
The Marjorie & Joseph  
  Wright Memorial  
  Foundation

Penny Fine & Hugh Furneaux
Peter Gilgan Foundation
The Lang Family Foundation
R. Howard Webster Foundation
Sun Life Financial

Government of Ontario
Lewitt Family Foundation
Ontario Arts Council
Lucile Pratt Music Award at Toronto Foundation
Ward Family Foundation

THANK YOU FROM ALL OF 
US HERE AT REGENT PARK 
SCHOOL OF MUSIC

*In-kind donations and alumnae university scholarships of $10,000+ 
We are also extremely grateful to all who donated instruments for our students.   
We strive for accuracy in our listings. Please contact us with any errors or omissions: 416-364-8900 x25

$1,000,000 - $10,000,000

$250,000 - $999,999

$10,000 - $24,999

$5,000 - $9,999

$1,000 - $4,999

$100,000 - $249,999 $50,000 - $99,999

$25,000 - $49,999



WHAT’S 
NEXT 
FOR OUR 
STUDENTS 
AND RPSM

• Every student will have the instruments and 
equipment they need to make music

• Every student aged nine and up will receive a 
private lesson and ensemble experience 

• Younger students will be in small group programs 
and larger ensembles 

• Kids will perform and make music together online, 
in studio, at recitals and for the public

• Students will build their skills with mentorship, 
leadership and volunteer opportunities 

• We will expand our Recording Arts, Song to Studio 
and Sound Engineering programs

• We will resume our music programs at Turning 
Point Youth Services and at Kapapmahchakwew-
Wandering Spirit School

• We are exploring an opportunity for a new, 
permanent music school in Jane Finch. We look 
forward to sharing exciting details of this project in 
the new year!

We see this year and the years ahead as a chance 
to embrace all the great things that virtual learning 
has revealed to us—breaking down musical, 
physical and geographic boundaries and increasing 
accessibility to all we have on offer, to make 
sure RPSM students have the necessary tools to 
thrive, even in these challenging times. So, if the 
circumstances at home make it is easier for a 
student to continue studying music virtually,  
why would we not accommodate that?   

It’s all part of our creative, inside-out recipe to 
build back better and stronger than ever before, 
so our students can develop their innate curiosity, 
resilience, courage and love of play. Through this 
inclusive approach, we are redefining our role in 
building community through music. 

Our welcome mat is out. Come on in.

Richard Marsella

Executive Director,  
Regent Park School of Music



Regent Park School of Music
585 Dundas Street East, Suite 220
Toronto, ON M5A 2B7

Tel. 416-364-8900
Charitable Registration Number: 87211 6025 RR0001
www.rpmusic.org

Branding, website and annual report design generously donated by Listen Communications.

Make a Gift   •   Make a Gift of Shares   
Leave a Legacy Gift   •   Plan Your Own Event
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To donate please call 

416-364-8900 x 25
or visit www.rpmusicdonate.org


